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OGGI A LIVORNO SI APRE IL PANEL MEETING 
DELLA SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL GAS 
TANKER AND TERMINAL OPERATORS 
L'evento coincide con i 50 anni di attività dello trasporto via nave di gas naturale liquefatto ed i 35 anni di 
vita dell'associazione. Oggi a Livorno si aprono i lavori del sessantesimo panel meeting di SIGTTO - Society 
of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators, l'associazione che riunisce a livello internazionale tutte 
le aziende che operano nel settore dell'LNG Shipping e dei terminali di rigassificazione e liquefazione. 
L'evento è ospitato da OLT Offshore LNG Toscana, azienda che detiene la proprietà e la gestione del 
terminale di rigassificazione FSRU Toscana operativo al largo della costa tra Livorno e Pisa. 

In occasione dell'evento di Livorno, che si concluderà domani, SIGTTO celebra un duplice prestigioso 
traguardo: i 50 anni di attività dello trasporto via nave di gas naturale liquefatto ed i 35 anni di vita 
dell'associazione. Al meeting prendono parte numerosi esperti del settore a livello internazionale; da 
segnalare anche la presenza del ministero dello Sviluppo Economico con una sua testimonianza. 
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SIGTTO VISITS LNG TERMINAL 
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60TH SIGTTO PANEL MEETING HELD IN LIVORNO 

A visit onboard the OLT Terminal, 
FSRU Toscana, concluded the 60th 
SIGTTO Panel Meeting in Livorno.  

133 participants, among international 
operators and experts on LNG, took part 
to the event hosted by OLT Offshore 
LNG Toscana, the company which owns 
and operates the floating regasification 
terminal “FSRU Toscana”, positioned off 
the Italian coast between Livorno and 
Pisa. 

SIGTTO gathers up all the companies 
operating in the LNG shipping and 
regasification terminals all around the 

world, with the aim to promote industry best practice in the storage, handling and seaborne 
transport of liquefied gases. The event of Livorno celebrated a double prestigious goal: 50 years of 
activities of LNG Shipping and 35 years of the Society. 

The history and the evolution of the terminals all over the world, the techniques of extraction and 
transport of LNG, the new regulations on LNG and the perspectives for this sector are some of the 
themes treated during the meeting in Livorno. The representatives of SIGTTO pointed out that the 
OLT plant, the worldʼs first permanently moored offshore floating regasification terminal, represents 
a goal for the LNG sector, for its structure and design, for the authorizations obtained and for its 
respect of the environment.  

The Italian Ministry for the Economic Development participated to the meeting and was 
represented by Giovanni Perrella – General Secretariat for Energy of the Ministry. During his 
speech, he highlighted the importance of the Peak Shaving service as one of the emergency 
measures established by the Decree of the Ministry of the Economic Development within the 
“Emergency Plan” with the aim to face unfavorable events for the national gas system, which could 
happen during the winter period of the thermal year 2014-2015, and to guarantee the security of 
supply in the Italian Gas System. OLT launched the tender for this service on October 6th. 
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OLT OFFSHORE PLOTS FRESH PROSPECTS FOR 
LIVORNO-BASED FSRU  
Owner-operator of Italyʼs first floating regas unit has broader ambitions for underused new facility 

Italyʼs OLT Offshore LNG Toscana (OLT) wants to see its floating storage and regasification unit 
(FSRU) used by larger LNG carriers while also providing peak shaving and break bulk services. 

OLT managing director Peter Carolan, speaking to TradeWinds in Livorno, Italy, where the 
organisation was hosting a meeting of the Society of International Gas Tanker & Terminal 
Operators (Sigtto), said the company will apply for permission next month to allow the FSRU 
Toscana to be able to accept LNG carriers of up to 180,000 cbm. 

Carolan added that the 3.75 billion cubic metre (bcm) per year capacity terminal is already 
approved to receive ships of 155,000 cbm. He said the displacement of a larger modern LNG 
carrier is compatible with the FSRU Toscanaʼs design. But he added that vessels would need to 
either deliver a part cargo or be available to wait for several days alongside to discharge since the 
regas unit only has 137,500-cbm of LNG storage. 

In addition OLT, whose shareholders comprise E.ON Group and Iren Group (both on 46.79%), 
OLT Energy Toscana (3.73%) and Golar Offshore Toscana Ltd (2.69%), recently announced a 
tender for a peak shaving service. 

Under this, companies can apply to import a cargo into the terminal, which would then be held in 
storage to meet peak gas-demand requirements. The move is one of the emergency measures put 
in place by Italyʼs Ministry of Economic Development to protect its natural gas supply during the 
2014/2015 winter demand period. 

Carolan said OLT, which ran a short-notice peak shaving tender last year, hopes to see a cargo 
shipped in under this before the end of December. In a further move, Carolan said OLT is also 
undertaking a study with Rina Services on the feasibility of offering 

LNG break bulk services from a manifold on the port side of the unit. This envisages LNG being 
offloaded from the FSRU Toscana onto 2,000-cbm to 3,000-cbm bunker barges and shipped 
ashore to be supplied both as a marine fuel and for road haulage operations. 

Carolan said a risk assessment will follow and the plans for this could be approved in six months. 
However, he added that it might take a further five to six years for the infrastructure to be put in 
place to support this type of operation. 

“It is a service we would like to provide,” Carolan said. “In terms of volume, it is actually quite small 
but you have to start somewhere and it will build up over time. In 20 yearsʼ time, LNG will be used 
all over Europe.” 
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The FSRU Toscana arrived off Livorno at the end of July 2013 under tow from Dubai, where the 
vessel, originally the Golar Frost (built 2004), underwent an expensive multi-year conversion job. It 
was moored into its permanent position 22 kilometres (13.7 miles) off the Italian coast.  

The first cool-down cargo was delivered in September by the 126,400-cbm LNG Leo (built 1978) in 
a transfer operation that took nine days. After final process commissioning, send-out started on 5 
October. A further three commissioning cargoes were delivered before OLT took ownership of the 
unit and started commercial operations on 20 December. 

Since then, the FSRU, which is widely regarded as under-sized, has not received any further 
commercial shipments, with buyers in Asia and South America pulling cargoes away from Europe. 

Carolan said the FSRU Toscana still has more than 40,000 cbm of LNG remaining from its last 
December cargo. He added that, with a low boil-off rate and gas only used for onboard power 
generation, the unit can remain cold until May and could stay cooled down on one shipment for two 
years. 
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SIGTTO GIVES NOD TO THE PAST AND LOOKS TO 
THE FUTURE  
Just how does an industry mark turning 50? The Society of International Gas Tanker & Terminal 
Operators (Sigtto) was not going to let this one get away lightly and threw the book at it, literally. 

But not content with putting out a 124-page cover-all commemorative publication, Sigtto, which 
also turned 35 this year, set aside a day of its 60th Panel Meeting in Livorno to talk about the lead 
up to the arrival of the first commercial LNG cargo in 1964 and what has occurred since. In an 
unheard of move, it even let TradeWinds attend. 

At first glance, the first dayʼs agenda may have looked a little dry. It was anything but. 
Understandably, there was much talk of the past, pioneers and even problems. Gas shipping 
originals, such as 90-year-old Roger Ffooks, in a short clip filmed at his home in Dorset, England, 
and the only slightly younger Jim Whyte brought the house down with their direct, no nonsense and 
humbling self-effacing recollections of the significantly more hands-on early days of both LNG and 
LPG shipping.Houston-based Ed Carr, who is vice-president of LNG and general manager of 
Mitsui OSK Bulk Shipping (USA), and colleague Warren Bluestein were candid about past 
experiences in their presentation on the history and some of the problems that the former and now 
largely disbanded eight-vessel BGT fleet had encountered. 

Carr recalled years of cleaning spray line filters and a large number of cargo-pump failures after 
aluminium dust-generated during construction, was left in the cargo tanks. A football-size casting 
defect in one shipʼs tail shaft resulted in an early ship-to-ship (STS) transfer of cargo and a change 
in class rules, to bring in required ultrasonic testing after casting. And there were others. 

“The purpose [of listing them] is to recognise the challenges that these early LNG projects faced, to 
encourage the continued sharing of incidents among SIGTTO members and to never take for 
granted the hard lessons that have been learned,” said Carr. 

But speakers also peered ahead. Poten & Partners LNG/Marine advisor Doug Brown pointed out 
that the 122 LNG carrier newbuildings currently on order will require around 2,700 officers. He said 
this demand could put pressure on operating expenses not only through the additional training that 
will be needed but as inexperienced owners try and attract experienced officers with higher wages. 
Brown also forecasted more rationalisation in LNG trades, possible requirements for dynamic 
positioning on vessels and the development of new kit, such as floating cryogenic hoses to support 
offshore LNG production and regasification as this moves into more hostile environments. 

“Small-scale LNG will increase and more will dabble in LNG containers, although the logistics of 
that are a real nightmare,” he added. As the 150 attendees set off for a seafood dinner laid on by 
host OLT Offshore LNG Toscana, the ownermanager of Livornoʼs own float-ing storage and 
regasification unit (FSRU), FSRU Toscana, several key industry figures were mulling over what 
they had heard. 
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Some expressed their concerns that seafarers coming in to the LNG sector today might not have 
the practical experience of their predecessors and as a result could appear less able to think on 
their feet and react to problems. 

Vessels are also more complex today with electronics running throughout. Owners and former 
seafarers now serving as shore-based staff spoke of receiving a barrage of screen grabs as crew 
try to make sense of control-panel messages and increasing requests for callouts of service 
engineers. 

One also expressed his fears that seafarers today were often content to accept the readouts they 
saw on the screen without knowing how to check equipment or sometimes even where to find it on 
the ship. But this was only the first day of the meet and something of a one-off at that. 

Sigtto general manager Andrew Clifton was on hand to remind members of the importance of the 
societyʼs contribution to the industryʼs safety record. 

He quoted founding president of El Paso Natural Gas, Barry Hunsaker, as telling members that 
they would only achieve their goals and maximise the safety of the industry if they share technical 
and safety information along with their operating experience through open and frank discussion. 

“Remember the industry will be judged by the record of its least safe operator. Letʼs help ourselves 
by helping that operator,” he said. 

As the Livorno meet prepared to move back into its closed panel format, the agenda spelled out for 
the next may included Nakilat detailing its contingency Q-flex STS following a ship collision and the 
casualty session where members could detail their incidents and les-sons learned — a technical 
and reporting back line-up that Hunsaker might well have approved of. 

“So what happens on Day Two?” TW asked panel chairman Marc Hopkins of BG Group. “It all gets 
back to normal,” he replied with a grin. 
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OLT MAKES FSRU MEMORIES STICK  
There was a long, silent queue forming in Livorno last week — and it was not for the Italian port 
cityʼs famous takeaway pancake snack, torta di ceci. 

Attendees to the Society of International Gas Tanker & Terminal Operators (Sigtto)ʼs anniversary 
panel meeting had their eyes on the prize — the technical visit. 

With this get-together being a celebration of both the companyʼs 35th birthday and 50 years of 
commercial LNG shipping, Sigtto had pushed the boat out — or should that be pushing its 
members out to the boat? 

It seems there was not much need to push. The ship in question was the FSRU Toscana — which 
“translates” as the ʻfloating storage and regasification unit Tuscanyʼ. It is owned by OLT Offshore 
Toscana, which was hosting the industry body meeting and is moored temptingly just out of sight 
— 22 kilometres (13.6 miles) — off the Livorno coast. 

There had been a bit of a scramble for places when Sigtto first circulated details of the visit. “I was 
straight in there,” one owner told On Watch. But, with all 48 places snapped up, a waiting list of 40 
hopefuls still loomed. Some inventive efforts to trade places appeared to be underway on the 
sidelines of the meet and talk of day trips to Florence were being mooted as a substitute second-
choice outing. But for those who did not make it out to the FSRU Toscana, OLT was on hand with 
a scale model of the unit for guests to view. 

And, just to prove that FSRUs have made it into the mainstream shipping sector, OLT also 
presented attendees with what must be the first memory stick version of a floating regas vessel. Ah 
well — maybe next time. Time to balance the stick on the balcony rail, gaze out to sea, take a bite 
of torta and let the imagination take over. 


