
 

 
    
      

“FSRU TOSCANA” OLT Offshore LNG Toscana regasification plant 
  

OLT Terminal: green light of the Ministry for the Environment  
to the mooring of “New Panamax” vessels 

 
Livorno, November 9th 2015 – OLT Offshore LNG Toscana communicates that the Italian Ministry for the 
Environment, Land Protection and Sea, following a request made by the company, issued a positive opinion 
regarding the mooring of “New Panamax” vessels at the Terminal. These LNG carriers have the same size 
as the ones currently authorized, but their tanks have a larger LNG storage capacity. The authorization will 
allow the Terminal to have greater flexibility and a more strategic role in guaranteeing gas supplies, being 
able to receive about the 90% of LNG carriers operating worldwide. “New Panamax” vessels represent the 
new standard currently used for the construction of LNG ships. From an environmental point of view, the 
level of emissions released by the Terminal remain unchanged. Safety standard also remain unaltered, as 
confirmed by the positive opinion already issued by the relevant Authority, the Regional Technical Committee 
(CTR). 
 
Moreover, the Ministry has authorized the increase of the temperature gradient of seawater necessary to the 
regasification activities of the Terminal “FSRU Toscana”. The increase was asked in consideration of the 
respect of previously set guidelines. Finally, with regards to the request to use the SF3 water discharge - the 
second one currently used by the Terminal for maintenance operations - the Ministry for the Environment 
issued a negative opinion. In the wake of this decision, the company reserves the right to present in the 
future new documentation and a more detailed analysis. OLT stresses that the request had the sole purpose 
to increase the operational flexibly of the Terminal, without making any structural changes to the facility, 
while ensuring its environmental sustainability and guaranteeing maximum safety levels. 
 
 
OLT Offshore LNG Toscana S.p.A., set up from the association of Iren Group (49.07%), E.ON (48.24%) and 
Golar Offshore Toscana Limited (2.69%), holds the property of the floating regasification Terminal "FSRU 
Toscana" and it is responsible for the related operation management. "FSRU Toscana", moored about 22 km 
off the coasts between Livorno and Pisa, is connected to the national grid through a 36.5 km long pipeline, 
operated and managed by Snam Rete Gas, of which: about 29.5 km at sea, 5 km in the floodway and the 
remaining 2 km on dry land. At full capacity, the Terminal has a regasification capacity of 3.75 billion cubic 
meters a year, about 4% of the national requirement. 
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